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TAKING THE WATERS 

Birley Spa Bath House was 
built to to collect water from 
Birley Spa in 1843 by Earl 
Manvers of Beighton as a 
commercial project. It is one 
of the few remaining Victorian 
Spa buildings in the UK that is 
able to function in its original 
state.

Aimed to rival Buxton, the 
bath house comprised a small 
hotel but the whole project 
never made a profit and there 
is only one recording of a visit 
by the 'gentry' whom it aimed 
to attract (this was the Duke 
of Portland in the year of 
opening). By 1895 only one 
plunge bath remained and the 
hotel had ceased to function.

Hence in 1913 a subsequent 
Earl Manvers sold the site, 
which was then developed 
mainly as a pleasure garden, 
charging twopence for entry 
(sixpence for a dip in the 
remaining, very cold bath!).

The pleasure gardens were 
closed at the outbreak of war 
in 1939 and the Council 
became the owners in the 
early 1950s.

During the 1980s, Sheffield 
Countryside Management Unit 
worked with local schools, 
volunteers, and B.C.T.V. 
volunteers, to clear and 
replant the site, including 
clearing rubbish from the bath 
itself. 

In the 1990s there was 
considerable input from the 
Shire Brook Valley Heritage 
Group and from the the Shire 
Brook Conservation Group, 
who restored the bath house 
with the aid of Heritage 
Lottery funding, and held an 
Open Day each year during 
the early 2000s. The Bath 
House became a centre of 
community activity and various 
events and receptions were 
held there.

All this needed both City 
Council and voluntary support, 
but this declined and the 
building went into decay. 
Because the building was not 
attended, there was a problem 
with vandalism.

TODAY

With every generation comes 
renewed interest and vigour. 
The recently formed Friends 
of Birley Spa would now like 
to secure the future of the 
Bath House for the next 
generation of Sheffielders to 
use and enjoy the building as a 
community hub, as well as 
restoring the plunge pool to 
its original intended use. I

It is launching a crowdfunder, 
raising funds to restore the 
building and to create new 
opportunities for work and 
recreation in the local area. 
Together, we can secure the 
future of this historic site.

The History of Birley Spa



HOW WILL THE 
THE FUNDRAISER 

WORK?

The Friends of Birley Spa are 
offering membership starting 
at £10.  Those who purchase 
membership are encouraged 
to donate as much as they are 
able in order to ensure that 
we are able to raise enough 
funds to take ownership of the 
Spa and make a start on the 
necessary repairs to the 
building.

Your involvement can be as 
much or as little as you 
choose, and you will have the 
same voting rights as every 
other member.

HOW CAN I BECOME A 
MEMBER

Membership can be purchase 
on our crowdfunding page at 
www.justgiving.com. You can 
also pay by cheque or cash. A 
register of all members will be 
kept by the Secretary of the 
Friends of Birley Spa and will 
be available for inspection by 
request.

HOW MUCH DO WE 
NEED TO RAISE

A minimum target of £70,000 
has be set for this 
crowdfunder.  This is based on 
the minimum estimated value 
of Birley Spa at this current 
time. We hope however to be 
able to negotiate on this price 
with Sheffield Council. It is 
ultimately in the best interests 
of everyone in the community

In Sheffield to ensure that our 
assets are kept in the 
ownership of the people 
rather than in the private 
sector.

WHAT HAPPENS
IF WE DON’T RAISE 
ENOUGH MONEY?

If we aren’t able to raise the 
minimum amount of £70,000 
any money donated is 
automatically refunded. If in 
the event that we exceed the 
minimum amount and we are 
ultimately unable to proceed 
we are able to issue a full 
refund through the 
JustGiving.com crowdfunding 
platform.

http://www.justgiving.com/


THE FUTURE 
OF BIRLEY SPA

THE FUTURE

Upon taking ownership of 
Birley Spa, the Friends Group, 
operating as the Birley Spa 
Community Society, would 
begin the process of 
renovating the Bath House.  

This would involve ensuring 
that the upper hall is safe for 
public use; and making a start 
on the public garden, with the 
plunge pool renovation 
occuring in Phase 2.

Working closely with the 
Victorian Society, the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and other 
external stakeholders, the 
Society would seek additional 
funding to support the project, 
and give opportunities for 
local people to learn new skills 
in a supportive environment.

Though the pace of events has necessitated the Friends of Birley Hall 
to move quickly in organising a crowdfunder, its members are able to 
draw on the experience of those community volunteers who ran the 

Spa successfully for many years as a heritage venue.

COMMERCIAL 
ACTIVITY

Once the structural integrity 
of the Bath House is secure, 
the Society will begin the 
process of developing the site 
so it can once again act as a 
destination for the community.

The Friends recognise 
however, that in order to 
ensure the long term future of 
the building, the Spa needs to 
be able to survive as a 
commercial entity in order to 
avoid a similar decline in the 
future.

The Spa can offer a venue for 
ceremonies and events, 
meetings and gatherings. It 
could feature musical 
performances and showcase 
art by local artists. There are 
many opportunities.

Opportunities also exist 
outside the building. The 
nearby lake could potentially 
be used for boating activies.



Application for Membership

CROWDFUNDER

To demonstrate our levels of support, we encourage all who are interested in becoming 
members of the Birley Spa Community Society to pledge their membership donation on our 
JustGiving page at: 

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/birleyspa

CASH OR CHEQUE

If you would prefer to donate by cash or cheque, make cheques out to Friends of Birley Spa.

We need your name, and address and email address, so that we can record your membership 
details 


